
The Eastern Cape Entrepreneurship Inter-College 
2021 competition is hosting its first regional 
competition from July to October 2021 with the 
regional finals to be held in October 2021. The 
competition is funded by the Allan Gray Orbis 
Foundation Endowment and Future Managers and 
supported by the Department of Higher Education 
and Training, Eastern Cape Regional TVET Colleges. 

The purpose Inter-College competition is to identify 
student entrepreneurs at an Eastern Cape regional 
level, and for these entrepreneurs to have a platform 
to pitch or showcase their idea or their innovative 
business to a panel of judges. The aim is to invite 
investment into these student businesses.

Additionally, this process will allow the TVET Colleges 
to showcase their talent on a regional level and show 
how they support and grow the next generation of 
business leaders.
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Student entrepreneurs are invited to submit their 
innovative ideas or existing start-up businesses in 

one of the three categories.

The Inter-College Competition is open to all enrolled 
students from the 8 TVET Colleges in the Eastern Cape 
region. Students can be enrolled as full-time or part-time. 

Participants must meet the category criteria to be eligible 
for participation.

Categories 2 to 3 
• Be an owner, founder or controlling shareholder of the  
 existing business and be principally responsible for its  
 operation. Each business can be represented by only  
 one person throughout the competition. 
• The business must have been in operation for at least  
 three (category 2) or six (category 3) consecutive 
 months before entering the competition. 
• The business must have generated an income or  
 received some form of investment at the time of  
 entering the competition.
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• Visit your SSS office at your campus. 
• Register your entry by completing and  
 submitting the preliminary entry form. You  
 may enter manually. You can choose from  
 three categories, as mentioned above. 
• Next, you will receive a response from the  
 competition coordinators. Entries are   
 reviewed by the competition coordinators 
 at each of the 8 EC TVET Colleges. Only those  
 entries that meet the eligibility requirements  
 as stated above will be accepted to participate  
 in the internal round of the competition.  
 Please note that only fully completed entries  
 will be accepted. 
• All submitted entries are saved and can be  
 accessed again at your SSS  office. Please  
 note that no changes can be made once your  
 entry has been submitted.  

Categories for entry

The Eastern Cape Entrepreneurship Intercollege Competition is open 
from the official launch on the 5th of July until the 6th of August 2021. 

The competition consists of an easy entry form which can be found at 
SSS offices at each campus and two rounds: College internal rounds, 

How does it work? 

and the Eastern Cape Regional Final Round which will be the 
grand finale on the 30th of September 2021. 

The process consists of the following steps:  

STEP 1: 
REGISTER AND SUBMIT YOUR ENTRY 

• Participants who have received  
 confirmation that their entries have  
 been accepted will be shortlisted and  
 invited to pitch their ideas or  
 businesses in an internal campus  
 round, hosted by the coordinator/s at  
 the college where they are registered,  
 students. 
• The college coordinators will  
 communicate the date, time, and  
 format of the internal college round.  
 Each of the 8 EC TVET colleges will  
 identify three winners (one in each of  
 the three categories). There will be  
 24 winners in total in this round who  
 will proceed to the EC Regional Final  
 Round. 8 entrepreneurs will therefore  
 compete in each category in the  
 Regional Final Round.

STEP 2: 
INTERNAL COLLEGE ROUND 

The 24 winners of internal 
campus rounds proceed to 
represent their institutions in 
the EC Regional Final Rounds. 
Participants in the regional 
round will again pitch their 
ideas or businesses, this time 
to a panel of expert judges 
from the region who will select 
the winners of the region in 
each of the three categories. 
At this event, the category 
winners and Regional TVET 
College Studentpreneur of the 
Year will be announced, along 
with the winning college.

STEP 3: 
REGIONAL FINAL ROUND  



Adjudication process 
Adjudication criteria will be adapted to be relevant to each category and will consistently be applied 
throughout the two rounds of the competition. Adjudicators will be carefully selected and will meet 
specific criteria. Consistency and fairness will be ensured by the Entrepreneurial Steering Committee 
representatives throughout and the final round will be monitored by independent observers.

Is the business model 
clear and feasible? 

Has the business been 
tested in the market yet? 

Who is the target market and 
how is the business positioned 

to reach its target market? 

How is the business different 
from its competitors? 

Is the business opportunity 
realistically achievable? 

What (if any) investment has been 
made in the business thus far? 

Can the business 
achieve a leading 
position in the market?

What is the amount of up-front 
capital investment required? 

Is there a team involved in the 
business and what are the roles 
of the different team members? 

How long will it take from the current 
stage of development to bring this to 
market? 

Adjudication criteria 
In the adjudication process a number of different 
factors will be considered, including the following: 

Oversight and governance  
The regional oversight of the Eastern Cape 
Entrepreneurship Inter-College is the responsibility 
of the Regional Steering Committee. The Steering 
Committee consist of dedicated task team members 
who are experienced and competent representative 
of each of the following:

  The partners and sponsors of the competition, 
 including Allan Gray Orbis Foundation Endowment 
 and Future Managers
  
  The TVET co-ordinators

The steering committee is also responsible for approving 
the rules of the competition, the terms and conditions, 
the adjudication criteria for each category, and the 
appointment of judges for the final round of the 
competition. 

Logistical planning and organizing of internal and 
regional events are the responsibility of steering 
committee coordinators in each institution and region 
respectively.

Entrepreneurship Eastern Cape Regional Inter-College is 
the responsibility of the steering committee on behalf of 
the DHET Regional TVET office.

For further information, please contact 
Mr Adin Arendse at adina@pec.edu.za


